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Mr Chairmun,

2.

I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of ASEAN. Allow me to begin

by thanking you, Mr. Chairman, for convening the 10ù working party meeting on

the Accession of Lao PDR to the WTO. My thanks also go to the WTO

Secretariat's staff for the documentation and excellent arrangement they have made

for the meeting.

I would like to extend once again a warm welcome to His Excellency Dr. Nam

Viyaketh, Minister of Commerce and Industry and all members of his delegation to

the meeting and to Geneva. I sincerely thank the Honourable Minister for his

comprehensive report on the progress made to date. This lOth working party

meeting is held in less than 3 months since it met on 12 July this year. This is the

result of the extensive work and serious commitment undertaken by Lao PDR in

order to bring its accession to conclusion within this year as a matter ofpriority. It

is reallv commendable.

Mr Chairman,

3. After a long spanning journey over 15 years, Lao PDR's draft accession package is

now submitted to our working parfy for consideration and adoption. ASEAN has

gone through the Lao PDR's draft accession package with great interest. We

believe that the package is indeed a great contribution to the multilateral trading

system and beneficial to the WTO members although Lao PDR is an LDC. The

package details the hight level of market access opening on goods and services and

the comprehensive efforts made by Lao PDR to bring its trade regime and

legislative framework into compliance with the WTO's requirements. We can

imagine how much efforts and resources that Lao PDR has put into the process

over the last 15 years. It is time for the working party to wrap up and bring the

accession ofLao PDR to a conclusion.
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5.

4. In this regard, ASEAN strongly supports the adoption of the draft accession

package of Lao PDR ad referendum by the working party which will be submitted

to the General Council for formal approval. As domestic ratification takes time,

ASEAN also fully supports the Chairman's proposal for a dedicated session of the

General Council to be held at the end of 2012 to consider and approve the draft

accession package of Lao PDR so that enough time is given to Lao PDR to

complete its domestic ratification process in order to enable Lao PDR to join the

WTO as a fuI1 fledged member at the soonest possible-time.

Mr Chairman,

ASEAN w-ould like to take this opportunity to express our congratulation to Lao

PDR for the great achievements it has made in bringing the accession process to

the final stage. Our deep appreciation also goes to all bilateral negotiating partners

of Lao PDR, members of the working party, the facilitators, Ambassador Steffan

Smidt of Denmark, Mr. Hartmut Roben of Germany and especially to you, Mr.

Chairman, for the able leadership in facilitating this forum of accession of Lao

PDR and all the hard work, flexibilities and good spirit of cooperation provided to

Lao PDR throughout the accession process. ASEAN expresses its sincere gratitude

to the WTO Secretariat, donors and intemational agencies for their technical and

financial assistance provided to Lao PDR during the accession period and stresses

the need to continue supporting Lao PDR to successfully implement its reform

programme and WTO commitments. ASEAN also stands ready to assist Lao PDR

in that respect.

In conclusion, ASEAN looks forward to welcoming Lao PDR as a full-fledgeo

member of the WTO very soon.
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